
THURSDAY MORNING, MARCH 14, 1861.

Se.vate .In the Senate, yesterday, reso-

jutiona f-T the expulsion of Senators from
the Receding states, and inquiring as to the
withdrawal of United States troops from the

in those states.were introduced.

Twe State Convention .Kx-Presidcot
Tyler addressed the Convention yesterday,
opposing :he Peace Conference propositions.
Vjrgivia Lt'Gtff.-iTL'RE..In the Senate,

on Tuesday, the Winchester arid Potomac
Jttiilroad Extension biiJ was indefinitely
postponed, by n vote of 20 to 13. in the
Ujo<o uf Deh-gatts, Mr. Robertson, of Rich¬
mond, presented a series of resolutions on

i'edeial relations, which were hid on the ta.

He. l'bft bii! incorporating the Richmond
and L:vorpool Packet Company was passed.
Tho bill transferring the James (liver and
Kanawha Canal to the French Company
wa,i amended and discussed.

Senator Jchnson, ei' Tennessee, has been
one of the most determined opponents of the
Secession movement.and all the vials of
wrath poured an his head, have not abated
ibe zeal ur.d energy of his opposition. In
t!iC sr-eech he made in Washington last
week, when he was serenaded, he spoke as

folio w8-:.

/vi nf South had a majority in Congress j
pel they could withhold money and cripple j
the Administration, if they had been ?o dis-1
rosea. But- they had gone out of the L'nion
simply because they oould, without either
.: >usulting their own or the nation's interest.
Tney had gained nothing, and lost nil..
The people had been hurried and dragged'
into secession by disappointed politicians,
who were aspiring after office and the emol-1
u merits «i place, and when these mur: found
that hey must go down, they made this des-
peratc struggle to elevate themselves at
home. lie pitied the people who had to
submit to such rulers. He had met with
them daily for many months; he had known
them intimately for years, and was perfectly
acquainted with their ideas of Government,
nou fur himself he would rather be a sub¬
ject to the autocrat of Russia than a citizen
of the S.)uthorn Confederacy."

ii \a:y be mentioned, here, that bluest all
the old leaders of the Jackson patty, like
S.t .tor Johnson, such mor. a.-> Amos Keu-
da'il. Guthrie, CavoJohnsor, «£'o., &c., are vio-
Uuit Anti-Secession men.going far beyond
the Whigs in their hostility to the doctrine,
i»nd to ell who support it. They declare that
they represent the Jackson doctrine.hold to

me Jackson lakh.and maintain the -luck-
son principles.
The Augusta H-'u.) Chronicle contends

that the Constitution of the new Confedera¬
tion should be submitted to a direct vote of
toe people of Ceorgia. i ne TuHcuinhia North
Alabamian declares that ao.quienr^nct in Se¬
cession does not imply oj/jit'orul. It adds
the following significant remarks:.
"Had we foreseen theextmt to which this

recession wedge was designed to separate
Alabama fiiiati// from the great body of the J
Other Statec; anu heard the dt^cl a rations
rinei' made by those now assuming to com- j
ninnd. that ibe separation Ip designed t<> bo !
fiual; ihot under no circumstances wiil they j
ever consent to a reunion under the S'ars j
and Stripes that have ever been the pride of
our friends and the terror of our foe?, uv

thould b -ve deemed it advisable and patri-
otic for the Co-operation Delegates to have
retired from the Convention, after the act of
secession had Jiefu consummated, and left
'the responsibility of further action wholly to j
the disunion members. As it is1, they have,
with few exceptions refused to sign the Or¬
dinance of Secession, and we trust they nev- j
er will ;iign it, un!?.^ instiucted to d<« -to by
a majority oi" their constituents.*'

North Carolina.as high minded, as hon¬
or1. l>l-\ as sensitive to '.vronp;, a* jealous
itf: honor, ai frit-: to f/<t' S"uth, as South Ca¬
rolina or any other State.and which .has h>

k\-r cause of om plaint. against the N.>rih as

.South Carolina ever had.h?.s, according
to the iatpst accounts, r»«»r only decided
against Secession--but against holding a

State Convention to consider Secession ! !
S'rn\ (LmbfleKS Wi.it-, (a? all the Souther::
F.ra'e* should havo waited}.-foi' united coun¬

sels.urdriid act: .v., on the part of the liouto-
<vn sV.il i:i the JUnion. Had the
*vh>le South ac^d together! in th.** Iniot,,
wA t »r the Caion, instead nt' ad spong sepr.-
ra'c Secession, and deserting the I raion, it.
is more than probable '.hat it would have by
tiiic time secured every guarantee if aslied,
and made the Union porpetual, safe and g!o-
iii us |

A lot:t'v. f'orn R'chmond, iu the Freder¬
icksburg Recorder say5', that ihere are th.'ef
parries in the Virginia Convention:.The
fir,>t yr> for im mediate wct-tion, and number,
.-t i^P ou-.sidc-, nf«t over GO: the second part}*

fcr cie 1 f;,, and 15ovdcr Sla\e State C'on-
tcd'i¦n, and number about t*>0; and t!ie
thir l party, in all, t bout 30, are not "eady
to do anything, but are rathur waiting for an

expression of the sentiments of their respee-
ti/e o owi'ueneies before they commit them-
Be!"*ei tu auv n'.ven line of policy. ' i he ie«-
t^r preu.eis that the Convention will not

tak<" decided action, one way or the other,
. .>£ several weeks yet. A number uf speech¬
es are vet to be delivered.

A yocug man nauied Philip J. Caakiey,
jr., in Baltimore, on Tuesday, drew a pistol
a* the corner near the Museum, and tired
t'c vTii times at a pulico officer, desperately
.wounding him. One of the pistol balls
htruck o lady passing by, and severely
\v.sut)d«*d her. C oakley was arrested au.l
committed to jail.
Th* Augusta (fta.) Chronicle congratu¬

lates uaclf that in the Flag adopted for the
S uthern Confederacy, ''it h-'*s been spared
the unutterable disgust of looking upon
Snakes, Palmettos, and Pelicans."

The question as to the evacuation or rein-
forcsment oi ^ort Sumter has been decided
bv tl»e Cabinet. The lbrt is to be evacuated,
and peace will thus be preserved. The or¬

der for the evacuation has been despatched
to Major Anderson. The abandonment of
the fort is a military necessity, and the Pre¬
sident and Cabinet, in coming to a conclu¬
sion on the subject, are said to have been
governed hv the opinions of the chiefs of the
hi my. (Jen. Scott's opinion is based upon
an elaborate report of General Totten, Chief
Engineer of the Engineering Bureau, to the
effect that a regular series of well constructed
fortifications have been erected around Fort jSumter, completely encircling it. so that a
very iarge land force would be required to
sileueo their lire, il vessels with reinforce-
monts were sent into the harbor. At the
same time Captain W ard, of the navy, who
lias made a special examination of the cir¬
cumstances. reports that it would be impos-

i siblc to deliver supplies by water without a

| e msiderable accompaniment of war vessels, to
keep up a combiued attack upon the hostile
forts while a steamer or tug should be male-
ing its way iu the garrison. But the exeeu-
tion of either plau would require more time
for ihe preparation of it than now remains
before Anderson and his guard would be
completely short of provisions.

Zed, the Washington correspondent ol the
Richmond Dispatch, uses the following lan-
guago, in his last letter:."'Lincoln threat-
ens war because he knows his hands are tied.
War is nor the thing we ought to l'ear..
Peace is our destruction; war our salvation."
Is not this significant. Is it not "rule or

I ruir V" "Peace is our destruction.war is
our salvation!!" \V ill not the people of Yir-
gini-.i mark thi.->? Will they yield themselves
to those who hold and express such senti¬
ments.sentiments destructive to their best
and d arest interest*, and utterly subversive
of their highest hopes? We are to desire
war.civil war.bloodshed.every thing
calculated to ruin us.so that. Secession may
be carried out here, and protected elso-
where!! "Never!"

A public meeting was held in Petersburg,
on Monday night, in relation to instructing
the Delegate to the. Convention front that
citv to vote for immediate secession. Mr.
Collier ottered the resolution of instruction.
Colonel Boiling opposed it, and offered one

expressing confidence ii: the Delegate, and
leaving the matter t-> his judgment. There
was much confusion and disorder, lion.
Roger A. Pryor delivered h. .strong secession
speech, which was greatly applauded. Fi¬
nally, ii wa*» determined t<> open a poll. and
take the. seu.se of the people on the question.
The voting commenced- yesterday, and will
be couliuueu to-day and to-morrow.

The London Times argues that England
can soon obtain an adequate supply of Cot¬
ton, without depending at all upon the
Southern States.as the cultivation of Cot¬
ton is increasing in Africa, India, and Aus¬
tralia. Nevertheless, the difficulties of a

change of trade. &c., &c.,are acknowledged.
Mr. Crittenden i.-: proposed as a candidate

for Congress in his district in Kentucky.

j L. Scott & Co., New York, have re-pub-
lished the February number of the North

| British Review. It has articles on India;
Shelley; Farms and Peasantry in Scotland;
Lord Dundonali: Modern Necromancy; En¬
gineering and Engineers; the Political Press;
Home Ballads; flesseyV. Rramptou Lecture:
Dr. Ca'dvio'.-; Autobiosrranhy; Lord Palmers-

. r,..' . .ton's J'oreign i obey. inosunjccrs are aii

interesting and ably discussed. Robt. Ueli. jAg-Mlt.
De Bow's Review for March has been pub¬

lished. it has an excellent variety, and
some interesting and able papers on matters jof importance.

Yv«3 have, also, received the March rium- I
ber of the Peace Advocate; and a pamphlet
on Disunion and its results to the South.

{in: washi:\gtos lktter.
Wassjinutox, March 13.. In the Senate,

to-dav, the business in open session was un¬

important. Tin* executive session continued
about an hour, There were a number of
confirmations, a list of which, as accurately
as it can be obtained, will he lurnished by
telegraph to-night.

Fron: the best authority. 1 le irn that Ca*-
sius M. ('lay v. ill decline the acceptance of
honor conferred upon him.the mission to

the Court of Madrid. The paramount rea¬

son for the declension is the inadequacy of
'he ray to mee* the expense? of :i resident
.Minister at the <^ourt nan^d. Heretofore
the sai.try of to* United S-ates Knvoy to

.Spaio fnvi.lv . thousand dollars) wa? eon-
side red amply sufficient, but the late repre-
Sfitr-ticr- our country there, Col. Preston,
of K- i tackv, it is known expanded annually
i;t least double that sum. Col. P. is a gen-
rlenian or J..rge fortune, hut the circum¬
stances "f Vir. Ciay are not of the alfluent
chancier which would justify so large. un

cxnenditu,,e. The truth may as well he
told, that Mr. 0., if" out a growler, u "sore¬
head." is not singularly amiable r.i3t now..
llo thinks, as some of his friend? inform me,
rliar to u: e !ir. army phrase, he was rudely
and ungratefully Oicrstamjhed in the con¬

struction of the Cabinet. Ir is but sheer
justice to add that Mr. Clay's best efforts
have iat dy been given to pacify rather
t'< in iudarne the country. 1 cannot hear
th;it he will be tendered any ether mission,
or position. I'uieed it i* understood that
he will M>:.n tnlce up the line of march for
; home, swre t home.

I. :s generally believed that the Federal
patronage iuM«ryland will be dispensed by
Post Master General Blair, aided by the
friend!7 conn-elsof Henry Winter D.tvis..
The llev. French S. hvar-s, formerly of the
Baltimore Conference of tho Methodist pis-
pal Church, for some years 8 cierk in the j
ib»parttnent of the Interior, and recently
connected with the Baltimore Patriot, is here, j
anxiouily looking to be assigned to the
piiht of N'aval officer of the port of Balti¬
more. What are his prospects, 1 am unable
co say. lie h»e* many friends in this city,who await the result with much solicitude.
The courageous I nion loving Joseph Se-

gar, of the \ irguua House of belegates, is
on a riving visit to the Metropolis. H°
warns the friends of the "Federal powers that
be,' that the people of irgin'.r., irrespective
of party, wsll unite as o*.iCi man in supportof their ju>t and constitutional rights. lie
urges with all his powers and enthusiasm
that a proper regard be paid by the adminis¬
tration to the known State right convictions
and sensibilities of the.,id State, and protests
veiiemwnfly against coercion bv the use of
the military arm of the t Government or bv
a,|.v other means. This is orth odox, per¬fectly sound. Our's is a 'Government of
St atiint'.ni .-ol' reciprocal duties and interests,and mutual affections, and not of the sword,the bayonet and cannon. HOMO, i

NEWS OF THE DA Y.

"To shoto the very age andbody of ike ti mfs.
"

In the Missouri Convention, on Monday,
Committee was appointed to investigate the
trut.li of the statemeut contained in the Mis¬
souri Republican-that a s-ceret conspiracy
existed to force Missouri out of the I'nion..
A minority report on Federal affairs was

presented, opposing si National Convention
as recommended by the majority report, and
proposing a Convention uf the Border States,

I to be held at Nashville. It reeommeuds the
Crittenden Compromise, ;iud advises.the ap-
pointmeut of Commissioners to the Border

j States-to secure their co-operation in the
movement. Tlio majority report was deba¬
ted, but no :iction had been taken when the

| Convention adjourned.
j General Braxton Bragg, of the army of

j Louisiana, has been appointed Brigadier
! General of the army of the Confederate
j States, and has been ordered to proceed to
Pensacola and take command of all the
troops of the Republic there assenibled, and
conduct the operations against Kurt Pickens.
General David E. Twiggs is spoken of for
General-in-Chief of the army of the South¬
ern Confederacy. Calvin L. Say re, late a

j lieutenant of United States marines, has
been appointed Acting Assistant Adjutant
General of the provisional army of the Con¬
federacy and has left for Texas.
The Montgomery Advertiser, the official

| paper of the. new Southern Government,
{ announces, with much pleasure and satisfae-
[ tion, that a large portion of tin*, new loan
j offered by th« Government of the Con fed e-

I rate States will be taken by New Orleans, at

j par. "This confidence of our people," it
adds, "in the securities of this Government

j contrasts quite favorably with that of the
j fragmentary parts of the late United States
j in the loans recently authorised by the Con¬
gress :ii Washington."

George E. Baker, of Albany, New Y'ork,
has been appointed Disbursing Clerk of the

j State Department in place of Mr. Edward
! Stubbs, jr. George Harrington, who was
Chief Clerk of the T reasury Department
during the Administration of Mr. Fillmore,
has entered temporarily upon the discharge

j of the dutie-s of Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury. Warren Corwin of Ohio, has
been appointed to a vacant clerkship in the
luterior Department.

llortieulturalists and promologists will be
glad to learn that by the new postal a'-range-

j ments passed at the late session of Congress,
I seeds or cuttings are classed as mailable
| matter in packages, and are to he charged
j with postage at the rate oi one cetit an ounce
when sent under fifteen hundred mile-, and

j two cents an ounce when sent over that dis-
tance. The package must not exceed eight

i ounecs.I

i The rumor that Fort Sumter is to be
I evacuated stirs up the republican press, and
I they break out. with renewed energy in de-
nunciation of Mr. Buchanan for doing

j "nothing," although it is exactly the same

thing Mr. Lincoln proposes to do. and all
j that he can do without a powerful army,
millions of dollars, a civil wur and thesaeri-

I fico of hundreds of valuable lives.
The Augusta (Ga.) Sentinel, of the Oih

! instant says:."A difficulty occurred at the
Lower Market, House yesterday morning,
between John Foster, jr., and 11. B. Willis,
in which the former was wounded in 11 u-
thigh. Six or seven shots were fired between
the parties. The affray originated in a p )li-
tieal dispute."

Sixty students rebelled in the College of
St. Charles, Parish St. Landry. La., the nth-

j er day. At a given signal, immediately on
! .'he conelusion of grace, they ar>;se, each
one smashed his plate and glass, and tloMi
they overthrew the tabic. They immediate
ly left for their homes. Most of them are

young men grown.
It is known that the intention of the J'r~-i- j

dent is to first till the vacancies which exist j
and which must be filled during the present jsession of the Senate. Excepting in a few j
instances, other appointments will hi- defer¬
red until this is done. In the meanwhile
applicants are required to file their papers in
the proper departments.
The Augusta (Georgia) sentinel thinks |

that the Provisional Congress has done wi«e- j
ly in adopting a» a Has; one \vho«e emblem*
.the Stars and Stripes.are dear t» tb<* J
Southern heart, linked as they are with ma- j
ny of the dearest and proudest recollections
of the past. Its gratification is not however |
with jut some reservation.

.James W. Liggett, of Washington county, I
Md., convicted at Frederick of obtaining
money under false pretences, has been de- j
.lied a new trial, and sentenced to imprison- j
ment in the jail of the former county for j
sis months, to pay a fine of £">(., and to re- J
fn.id to the party who was swindled the sum
of
The proprietors of Northern race courses

will be unable to present any very attractive
programme during the coming; spring and
Hummer season. The (Southern horses, which

j are chiefly relied upon, will all be retained
at home; and I lift races wiif be a very lame
affair.

j Thirty thousand dollars worth of diamonds,
rich sets and magnificent single articles.
wore sent by Piffanr & Co., of New York,
to Montgomery, Ala., for the Inauguration
Ball. The consignment is shid to have been
made to some of the most distinguished and

i fashionable of the Southern ladies.
The Louisiana Convention is waiting to

receive the Constitution from Montgomery,
which was completed on .Saturday. Trie
opinion is entertained that the Convention
has plenary power to ratify or reject it. and
per contra, that it should go to the peo?»!n.4 ' ^ If

1 Within the last lew months the health of
Justice McLean, of Ohio, has sensibly de-
ciined. Fio lias lately become very feeble;
so much so, indeed, as frequently ro be una-
b!e to take part in important consultations
with his colleagues of the Supreme Court.
The Kentucky Secessionists have issued a

circular, advising the immediate institution
of measures in all the counties of the State
for the election of delegates ton Convention
to be held at Frankfort on the 20th of too

present month.
It is expected that the troops returned

from Texas, will be distributed to Forts
Monroe, Washington and il .milton. Should
Major Anderson evacuate Fort Sumter, he
will probably be ordered to Fort Monroe.
Two children were burned to death in a

house, in Baltimore, nn Monday night..
They were put to bed; a candle burning on

a stand near the bed, and the bed clothes
took tire.

Gov. Magoffin, of Kentuckv, had hi< left
o .»

arm broken at its socket on Sunday last, by
the upsetting of a stage coach ar Harrods-
burg.
The four million negroes at the Suuth are

the most civilized and most christianized of
any four millions of negroes ever known to j

exist upon the face ol this earth.
The lights at Mobile Point and Sand

Island have been extinguished by order of
the commander of Fort Morgan.

. Mr. Richard Sands, of the well-known
circuH tirm of Sands, Nathans it Co., died a
few days ago in Havana.

Letter from Richmond.
Gon'exoowJxw:ti <>)' I'm Aicxaiichid Gazette.

Kichmo.vd, March 12..Tlie House of Del-
egates this morning passed tlie Senate bill
to enforce payment on balances due Com-
missioners of forfeited and delinquent lauds:
Senate bill to incorporate the Rockbridge
"White Sulphur Springs Company: .Senate
bill to amend the act incorporating the Ma-
sen County Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pauy : Senate .bill to incorporate the \ ir-
ginia Mineral Coal and Oil Company in the
county of Mason : Senate bill to incorporate

I the Jackson County Agricultural Society:
I two Senate bill* to provide fur the voiuntn-
ry enslavement of certain negroes in Fau¬

quier and Hanover: a biil to incorporate
the Itichinond and Liverpool Packet Corn-

I pff'V.
Mr. Robertson, of Kiehmoml city, ofl'ered

some resolutions on the subject ol Federal
Relations, to which considerable opposition
was raised, on the ground that the whole
question was now in charge oi the Stale

". Convention, which seems t«» be a ia.r con-

j elusion. A motion to indefinih-ly paj>tpone
was made hut withdrawn, and the resolu-
tions laid on the table.
The House is now considering the bill to

incorporate tin* \ irginia Canal Company,
(10(> pages.) There is some bar of iuinimj
the throat of the Clerk by reading the hill,
and he lias e.alied to his aid various clerks
;and members. The House, in cun-equenco,
is very thin, many members lor the last two

1 days have been at the Convention, listening
to the able speech of the lion. <J. Sum-
mers. lie i> completely vindicating the ac-

| tiou of three of the Peace Commissioners
appointed by the Legislature, and proved
most conclusively that it \\a.-> eminently just
and proper. What, the Conference proposed

! to Congress, he contended ought to be eo-
tirelv satisfactory to Virginia and rhe Bor-
der States. The House linuing itself wir.ii-
out a quorum, fil members, (at '1\ o'clock) a

) call of the House was moved and carried.
The doors were closed, and after proceeding
s one time with ilie call, the House dispen-

i sed witii any further call, and ordered Ihe
doors opened, when a quorum appeared.
The Winchester and Pot- mac Railroad

extension to Strasburg was indefinitely post-
jioneii in the Senate.ayes 'Jb, noes lo. It
is cnougii; and 1 hope this is the last ol it
this session, but it will probably be pressed
Irom year to year.

i learn thai: W. H. Payne, formerly a

member of this Hou-e from Fluvanna, has
been appointed Postmaster at banville, in
place of W. I>. Coleman, resigned.

"A Looker <>v."
m -*»<£> »t»- .

Railroad Securities oi' the Border States.
«) -> the subject of a decline in the securi-

ties of the Harder Slave States, wc extract
the following observations from a hit'* num-
ber oi" the New York Kx press:

j "The decline in tin: securities of the I»"»r-
der Stall's i- easily understood by all wins
know the foundation upon whmh they rest,
ii is a mistake to suppose thai the Nortli-
western and Northern States are the sole
pa.tsessors of railway enterprises ba-od on

speculation, an ! that they only would sulfur
by a civil war, upon which many loak so

coolly. The record shows that the Harder
Slave States have entered boldiy into the
work of internal improvement, and that they
are in no degree behind the free Stales in
m »des o! internal transit, based <>n credit, a

safe operation in time of peace, or in a for-
j eign war, bur one lull of danger when civil
war reigns. The following t ible will snow
aluiur tlie debts for interna! improvements oi'
tin'I nil' leading States, but the actUiii amount
Uabove rhe figures given:
K A I I.KO.X O AM' INTERN A I. lit IMMV f.M ENT "ISI.1 -

OAl'l iNSOP THE MolCDEK STATES
Maryhi mi Sy.L'/ia.oua
Mis<,.uri iy.fiiiy.tHM)
North CaroiiriA li.SOU.Iitli)

Toll ir»,t»iitl.OOH
\ ir^ini-j tM'a taitj

'{'til;;: S I tj.ti.'lO tj|S|l

I'ltlCES IX m:w VOiiK.
i>ecli»n'

Alii re) j .*», I Soli, Ma'ch i», IS«»I. ji«n"<*piif.
Tcnuci*sct; <. S'.i "1'Jli.y
31l-.-ouri t>, sir;tilI
.North Ciiroliiiu...7!.'Ii>-j
Virginia W& 7 ! fi'.'V

Thi« decline tsas been shown during a t::ne
when the. Slates have faithfully am! prompt¬
ly met their obligations. If alarm at the
chance oi internal di*a .rbanco causes sncli
a depreciation in the value of States uf un¬
doubted honor and ability, wh > can estimate
the confusion which Would follow a disor¬
ganization o( business through the pre¬
sence ol civil war? The obligations of
these States, like other railroad securities,
would he dishonored, sweeping oil' at a stroke
the basis of the bank currency of the N n-tii-
west, making it in the hands ol' holders
practically worthless, lor no reconstruction
could tak? place for year**. In the eti'i. cur¬

rency based upon su.th slock-- Would he paid,
bui original hoiuors would havi- sold out } >r

a -oog. 1 iliniis, Michigan, Indiana, ami
Wisconsin have now a direct and personal
interest in extending to the Border States
every c incession liossiide, il they woehl es¬

cape a Ijank tiauic and ruin, such as 1SI>7 and
1 S:>1 never developed, and their attention
can not In- too closely fix" i ny«o;j th;« point
The currency of four States is based upon
debts owed by Slave States, and its preser¬
vation nt the present standard in New York
i- essential to iheir iiuanoial sofety. To the j
new Administration these facts are com-
mended, as showing that tin* shortest way
to ruin the West will he to coerce the South
by f't'c? of arms.thn-j securing an auumnt
of {iuanci:;! em'tarrassirient such as the
country never .-¦»vv."

J The Maui unu "State Coxffke.noe Cox-
vf.ntiox"' reavcinbied at- tiio Uoiversalist

i Church, Tuesday m rnirtjj, in pursuance of
adjournment from th2Qih nit. The n«tcn-

| dance was small, though n portion ot th* <io-
legntions were present from all th«; enmities

j except Frederick, Talbot, Caroline, Prince
George's and Worcester. Judge Chambers,
on taking the Chair, made n sratement th;it
ho had been informed before leaving home
that Governor ilicks had determined r.o c-al! a

Convention. t>r submit the question of a Con-
vention to u vote of the people, bur since ur-

riving here he had been informed by parties
*vno had c nterred with tlii Governor ns late
as Saturday morning last, that he had rrn

intention at present of taking any such ae-
tion. The sessiou was spent in a desultory
discussion and in the reception of various re¬

solutions, which were referred to a Committee.
The Conference evidently finds itself in an

embarrassing position, and will probably
conclude to do just what its prominent mem¬

bers assail Governor Hicks for doing.that is,
wait the course ol events..fin I. Auie.v.

pRF.niOTiOiV Vf.ripiF.n..In 1856 we said
the tioic w.mld come when any man who
should oppose the reopening of the African
slave-trade wouid be denounced as an aboli-
tiunist. Such a tiuie came a year ago. In
the iast Presidential canvass we said that
the time would soon come when every man j
who opposed the dissolution of the Union
would be denounced as an abolitionist..
Such a time has come now..L<unatulle Jour¬
nal.
The Wav to Save the Union..Millions,

North, as weil as South, don't think a t nion
is worth saving, that can only he saved by j
mortars, columbiads. flying artillery, shells,
etc. The only way to save the Union is to I

obey the laws and constitution.not as t/ou
and I expound it.hut as the courts expound j
it..X. F. Express.

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.
In the Senate on Tuesday, the tax bill was

made the order of the (lav for Wednesday at
11 o'eloek. .

On motion of Mr. Isbell, the bill author¬
izing the Winchester and Potomac Railroad
Company to extend their road from the town
of Winchester, to connect with the- Manas¬
sas Gap Railroad at ov near the town of Stras-
hurg, was taken from the table. Memori¬
als in favor cl the extension, signed by a

number of persons entrusted therein, were

presented by Mr. Carson and read.
The proceedings of the Common Council of

Alexandria against flic proposed extension,
were presented by Mr. 1L. "V\ . Thomas and

| read.
A motion was made to indefinitely post-

pone.
i Mr. Isbell addressed the Senate in an able
argument against the postponement, and in
favor ( f the passage of the bill.

Mr. Carson sp- ke briefly in support of the
j measure.

The vote was then taken on the indefinite
j postponement of the bill, with the following
result:
Yeas..Messrs Carter, Coghill, Critclier, Day,

t). Dickenson, Douglas?, lireever. Hubbard, John.
son, L>ga.ii, Lynch, Marshall, Massie, Na.-li, Xeo-

i son, Ncwlon, Pale, IJucsetiherry, Hives, Smith,
Stuart, Tttlinllrrn, 11. V»". Thomas, Townc?, Ur-
i|uhari and WMckhitm.2i».

1STa vs.Messrs. bran iion, Bruce, CaMwe.ll, Car-
don, (Jlairhoruu, A. L'. Lickinion, i'Jurly, Kroturh,
(iatcwoiiil, Isbell, .Veal, I'aston, and Thoiup-
son. l.'i.
A bill was passed for the relief of the se¬

curities of Thomas Iv. Davis, late Sheriff of
Prince William county.
The House ol Delegates agreed to Senate

amendments to hill establishing brandies oi
the .Merchants' Ranks at certain places.

Biils were pa«sed enforcing the puvmnnt
of balances slue from Commissioners upon
forfeited and delinquent lands: providing
for the voluntary enslavement oi certain
free negroes of Fauquier county.

Mr. l! iberfson indicated his intention to
ofTer the following resolutions lor the action
of the House, lie asked that they be read.
There being no objection, they were read as

foilows:
Resolved, by the '«iencral Assembly of

j Virginia.
1. That without deeming it necessary to

decide on the right of a Suite to secede from
the l.>ni.>n, we yet recognize the fact that sev-
en States at lea-t have actually seceded and
have peacefully organized and established
State governments and a Confederate gov-

| eminent of their own, to which the people
thereof seem to pay allegiance and render
obedience, in like manner as the people of
any oilier government, to it.

2. That without in like manner deeming
if necessary to inquire into the right ol the
General Government to execute the laws of
the linked States within the territory, or

against the people of such seceded States, or

Confederacy, by force, we yet wholly depre-
c.:!r and licuounee the policy of attempting
to do so, which seems to be indicated by the
President of the I nited States as that winch
in; proposes to pursue, as being, in the actu¬
al ciicum.stsinces which exist, utterly inex
pe<lieni. and reprehensible, and as tending
to involve the whole country in an unueces-

i sury and abhorrent war.
M. That the interests of Virginia, of vast

magnitude, vital to her salety and of par-
j amount importance to all others, and com

nioit, morever, to other Slates of the Union,
are si. hound up in and imperilled by the iu-

i evirahlc results of chat policy of coercion to¬
wards the seceding State* which seems to be
forcbhaitowed in tlie President's inaugural
address, as to authorize tlie. demand tnat he
should forbear from attempting to entry any
Mich purpose into execution, il such has been
hi- design, and to declare that if such attempt
he made Virginia should, in our opinion,
ami will oppose it. with all her means and
in such mode as her sovereign authorities
shaii deem most expedient, a determined rc-

sistancj*.
A. That bv the ratifications of ihc conven

lions of nine. States oi the original thirteen,
the government of the I nireii States became
an established Government among the Pow¬
ers of the earth; that as the accession of other
Stoics to the I iiio11 does not increase or

change in the slightest degree -its political
powers, so neither does nor can the secession
from it lessen or affect them: tiiar. it remains
in both cases neither less nor more, a perlect
i'nion ami completeGovernment, to ail in-
tents and purposes, \\ iris the rights conferred
on it by the Constitution, full and unimpair¬
ed forever, so lung a.> nine Mates who>t* con¬
currence sufficed, orgin.illy, rightfully t»» es-

tai.dish it siiiiil clioo.-c to continue it.
."i. That the Government of the United

States is therefore competent to consider
the Seceded Scares.,.r the Confederate States
of America, without any necessity for ue.;i-

; din"- tii" validity of the claim thev assert j*"
. |

-

to independence or t//m' as being independent
tlt'. fuciii anu may treat ami deal with them in
ali resneo so tar a< the question of power
i* concerned, as with any ,(the:* States or pe .-

pie. claiming independant political existence,
i». 'i'nar the mode of dealing with >u«di ca-

ses, whether by war or by pacific mode's of
settiemc-nt. should depend on the causes |
whieh give rise to them, the consequences
they entail ami all the circumstances that
surround them; that in none of these consid-
orations, in the present instance, can he
found just cause tor war, and we earnestly
ip.jonmiend the pre-ent recognition i)y tlie
(iovernment of the United States of the fact
of the independent political existence of the
.Southern States or Confederation: but at all
events its total abstaining from sill Hf-ms j
forcibly to execute the laws of the United j
States within their teiritorial limits, or a-j
gainst their citizens, or to hold, occupy or

p issess the property and places belonging
to ir therein, or to collect tue duties and iui-
posts as being in effect, or leading inevitably
to war.

7. That the main causes of the trouble he-
tween the North nnfi tho Smith sire to be

; found in tlie offensive intermeddling of" the
former with the exclusive right to regulate
our ii mie?fit3 institutions; in their invidious
ascription «»f sinfulness to them, and in the

| insulting claim to exclude us from all terri-
tories of which we are part owners, except
upon the condition of our paring with our
slave* and in the formation and accession to

power of a party '"founded on geographical
discriminations".ail which acts we hold ro

he equally against the spirit and provisions
of the Constitution, a just equality of rights
and social duty; that the first duty of the
North, it it would \vi71 back the States that
iiavo gone out of the Union, or would keep
in those which still remain, ist<> do justice to
the South by removing these causes of com¬
plaint. But it from prejudice tiiey choose
to indulge in an incorrect appreciation of
their obligations, and .shall decide that they
cannot or will not remove these causes, then
they should at once concur in some proper
mode of providing for a peaceful separation
from another of such States as may choose to
remain united on the original terms of Con-
sticutionul and social equality, to be secured
by proper additional guaranties, and those
which refuse to continue in tbe Union on
tho<;e terms.for continued I nion on any J
other terms is -imply impossible.

8. That it is tbe true p ilicy, and should
be the aim oi Virginia, unless driven by a
force poiicv <>f the Geueral Government into
disruption or war, to maintain and restore
her Union with all the States Xorth and
South of her, that are willing to stand loyal-
ly on the Constitution, in its original spirit
and meaning, with such amendments there-
of as experience has shown to be .necessary
to carry out the original objects of its forma- i
tion; and toforceout of the Union all such

States as are faithless to its obligations and
its objects, and shall refuse to concur in

j making .such amendments; 'and to facili-
j ate that object, should proceed now bv her
Convention to prepare such amendments as

they may deem suitable and satisfactory, and
j take proper measures to obtain the earliest
; practicable action on them by the people of
the different States, through a General Con¬
vention or otherwise, whose proceedings, if
tiie same be held, shall be reported back to
the Convention of A irginia for ratification

j or rejection; and if said General Convention
be not held, or if its conclusions be not rati¬
fied, then the Convention of Virginia to take
such measures for severing her connection.,
with the present Union, and her future wel-
fare, as shttll to them seem best;
The resolutions were laid on tbe table.
Mr. Newton moved to layover the unfin¬

ished business of yesterday, (the James Ri-
ver and Kanawha Canal bill,) which next
eame up in order, lie did so lor the purpose
of a-king ths lluu.se to ;ake up the bill incor-
pating tbe Richmond and Liverpool Packet
Company.
The motion to lay on the table was agreed

to.
On motion of Mr. Newton, the bill of in¬

corporation was then taketi up, and bein"
read a third time, was passed.
The -Speaker said that the "bill incorporat¬

ing the \ irginia Canai Company, and trans¬
ferring the rights ;ind franchise of the James
I liver and Kanawha Canal Company," came

i upas unfinished business.
j The House proceeded to its consideration.
I It was read section by section, and was amen-

j ded and discussed. Pending which,
. The Ll"use adjourned.

THE STA iE CONVENTION.
In the Virginia Convention on Tuesday,

Mr. Tarr, of Brooke county, presented the
j following resolutions, which were road and
j referred to the CVuimittee on Federal Rela-
| tionf:

Whereas, A number of Southern States
of this Ucion having seceded therefrom, and
an attempt to retake the forts and other pro-
perty of the Lnit?d States now in possession

j of said States, by the Federal Government,
in the present critical condition of the coun-

! try, would, it is believed, seriously endanger
the peaceful relations now existing between
the remaining Southern States and the Gen-

| end Government itself; and will tend to, ifit
does not, produce civil war; therefore,

Resolved, That this Convention, to avoid
a coniiiet, and restore harmony between the

j Federal Government and the seceding States,
j would earnestly recommend to the said Gov-
; eminent and ttie said States, that the rela-
tions now subsisting between them should
he maintained, with the hope of an amicable
adjustment can bo effected, and tbat the
Federal Government, with a view to the at-.,
tammenr o: that object, although the right
unquestionably exists, should not attempt
forcibly to retake the forts, arsenals and
other public prop^yty of the United States,
now in possession of the said States, until
an effort shall iiave been made for .adjust-
ment, by the State of Virginia, in C'onven-
lion assembled.

Resolved, I hat whilst we deprecate anv
aetioji uii tiie part of the !. ederal Government j
that may lead to a collision between itself
and the seceding States, yet. the withdrawal j
of the said States from the Union, having
been made in violation of the Constitution of
the I. nited States, and without the consent
of' \ irginia; involving as it does, the peace
and security of the entire Union, does not
warrant, and ought not to receive the sanc¬
tion of \ irginia.
The report of ihe Peace Conference was)

then taken up, and Mr. Summers resumed
and concluded his speech in vindication of
the plan of adjustment adopted by the Con-j
i'erence, and in advocacy of a further effort
tu adjust the national troubles. Heexpress-
ed his cordial approval of the proposed Con-
ference of the Border Scutes, at Frankfort,
Kentucky.

j The conclusion of Mr. Summer's remarks
j are thus given in the Dispatch: "What would
be tin* wisdom of passing an ordinance of se-

cession, in the face of the known sentiments
"i a \ irginia constituency? The people did

; not mean to adopt such an ordinance until
| every honorable measure of adjustment fiad
been exhausted. Go on, then, with the ef-

j fort*; and when all fail, the people of the
Commonwealth will be united from one end

! to the other. He expressed his devoted at-
tuchmcnt to \ irginia, f'»r whose interest he

j was willingto lay down his life. But he
was h'»re to speak his mind fully and frank¬
ly, and, tor one he protested against the pas-

j sage t>i an ordinance of secession, ile spoke
ol the action and pos linn of the Border
States, and then alluded to the new Admin¬
istration, and to the argument that Virginia
was thereby co be driven out of the Union..
lie denied that sin-could be driven or impel¬
led by anybody. Instead of our submitting
to Lincoln, iie was at this moment submitting
to the action of the Border States lie cared
nothing about the Inaugural; Lincoln could
not retake i!»e forts, if he so desired. He did
not ueo.l them, for they were in seceded States,
and not necessary to national defence: and
in any event he had not the means for raising
a force for ihsir capture. The idea of cob
lectins revenue outside of the harbors lie
pronounced ili»'£;ii una impracticable; and
[lie proposition for a blockade could not be
maintained He did riot propose to discuss
the ri^ht of secession. No enlightened
statesmanship could compare the secession
ot States by conventional majority, with
insurrectionary movements in former times.
It was n new and unlocked for condi¬
tion of tnin^H. Hi? was in (avor of letting
the seceded Slates aione. The latest news

gave encouragement to the hope that the
troops would soon he withdrawn from Fort
Sumter, and time wouid bring back the
btates into the Common family. ft was the
duly of Virgiuia to stand by the Union un¬
til the performance of that duty became
impossible. He urged the adoption of the

i proposition for a conference of the slave
States remaining :it tlie Union with an

i endorsement of the Peace Conference
proposition* as the basis of adjustment.
Virginia ought to net oromptly hut nut

| precipitately; first, she should command the
peace an ail fides: nex;, call the Border State
Conference, and fulj turn over to await its

! result. She oughr t » remove the existing state
of business depression, by letting her voice go
fnrthrh at .-he knows her duty and means to
prrlorrn it: that she me tns to keep the peace,
Doit, and however dark and cheerless it may
have keen, the bow of promise will span the
whole heavens, and the voice of the peoplej wiil everywhere come up, saying "well dune,
thou good and faith I ul servant."

Kx-President Tyler obtained the floor, and
the Convention adjourned.

Sim.i. and Shot..The Petersburg Kx-
press relate.- that on Saturday last, while a

dray heaviiv loaded with ten-inch shells was
proceedingup Sycamore street the tail-board
came oft' in consequence of the pressure
cau>ed by the bails, whilst ascending the hill
near the store of Messrs. Mcilwaine, Son &
Co , and strewed the''iron pills" ail over the
pavement. The weight of these death-deal¬
ing nt'ssiies, may be judged from the fact
that wherever one ot them touched the pave¬
ment, it made a hole some three or four in¬
ches deep. They were all gathered up, one

by one, again placed on the vehicle and hau¬
led to the S lurhern Depot. Their destina¬
tion is South Carolina. Several thousand
have preceded them since the 2Lst of Janu¬
ary. hut the end is notyet. We are credibly
informed that the orders already given the
establishment where these are manufactured
cannot p wsibly he filled before the fir6t of
January, 1862.

communication. ^

"When the righteous are in authority, tbepie rejoice: bur, wheu the wicked bearctb r .
the people ffltum." Solomon

I will, with your permission, addre*
through the columns of the G-/otto .. r

words to Cedar of the South. Vou d«.u{ tless remember, dear Cedar, what Soloim,
says about a man who is "wise in hi* 0w '

conceit." Candor and truth compels me .,

say tliat you appear to be, as a writer, tu!pedantic and dogmatical ! You say j0l)U'
very hard things about those who "do notthink an you do in regard to this question of"Secession." You are uncharitable encu-i,
to dcclare that "those who are loudest
their calls for Secession, are men of ambit/
ous purposes and unholy motives." y,
seem to be fond of quoting from the 1} i,;H
Do you not recollect that it says: '\Ju<fo
not, that ye be not judged ?" You say that
you believe "Secession" is "legally .R,jmorally wrong." Do, if you pieuse* dt><nCedar, prove that Secession is "morally -n,|legally wrong." You know you cannot d,it, sir! You think it strange, passim
strange, that "good uen approve of
cession." Let me tell you that thousand,of the wisest and purest men in the laid
are to be found fighting under the banu'iof Secession! Are you sure that vou havecalmly and impartially studied this que*.tion of "Secession ?"' You will admit that| James Madison was a pure patriot and uprofound statesman. Now. do you tliit.k
you understand the Constitution of the Ln;.
ted States better than be diu'/ MndUori
says*.."A compact between independentsovereigns, founded on acts of legislative
authority, can pretend to no higher validitythan a league or treaty between the panie-.It is an established doctrine on the subjectof treaties, that all the articles are mutual
ly conditions of each other; that a broach of

j any one article is a breach of the whole
treaty: and that a breach committed by ei;i:.
er of the parties absolves the others, ami
authorize them, if they please, to pronounce
the compact violated and void. In in*
tablishment of the Constitution, the Siau,
should be regarded as distinct and iudepta-dent sovereigns, and they are so regardH.
The Constitution and I'nion can be su;Tr-ceded without the unanimous consent of the
States which are parties to it, upon the
great principle or self-preservation;' to the
transcendent law of nature and nature',
God, which declares that the safety and i.apj pin ess of society are the objects to which all
political institutions must be sacrified."-
And do you not think that Alexander Ham¬
ilton knew almost as much about the Con
stitution as you do? Ilear him : "In a chi
federacy the people may be suid t<> be i-n

tirely the masters of their own fate."
And now, sir. is it not clear that both

Madison and Hamilton regarded tl..» Siatti
as "distinct and independent sovereigns?"
If Madison ami Hamilton were living now.
do you think they would regard Sere.«*iou
us "legally and morally wrong?"'

Are you not aware that uine-ienths of
those immortal and illustrious men wlo
formed the Constitution, regarded the Stair-
as "distinct and independent sovereigns?"

LAFAYKTTL.
Rappahannock county, Va.

Public Meetings in Fredericksburg.
The citizens of Fredericksburg met in pub¬

lic meeting on Friday evening to consider
the absorbing topic ot the day, and give e*

pression to their views. Dr. Win. S. .Semi
presided, and Jas. B. Sener acred as St-cre-
tarv. A committee of five, consisting <>f f>r.
II. 'J'. Minor, K. M. Braxton, George //. ('.
Ilowe, Win. S Barton and J. L. Maiye, jr.,
reported resolutions of the following import
1st. That Yirginia should ra 11 v ail her re¬
sources to aid the seceded States in resisting
the Federal Government, and in maintaining
their independence. 2d. That the Virginia
Convention should, without delay, devote ir-
efforts to the work of setting on foot arrange¬
ments adequate to the establishment ofat^v.
government, in which shall be embraced
and united all the slaveholding States of tin
South, iid. That if this can best be don* In
the immediate withdrawal of Virginia Iron
the Federal I'nion, this community will c«.r-

dialiy approve and sustain that action. 1th.
That our Delegate in the Convention is "l-'rii
ed to use his efforts to effectuate these view>
The meeting that adopted these resold,
unanimously, save one vote, is understo;-! i-

have been one of the largest ever held nj

Fredericksburg. In it were represented Beil
men, Douglas men and Breckinridge men.-
We are free to admit that our people are a'
united as one man, as might appear fr-jin il«
above, yet we suppose no one will que>:itn«
the statement that a vast, preponderating
opinion sustains the above sentiments-
There has been a reaction, just as we hav.-
always said there would be, and it has cnn:«'
like a ground swell in Old Frederickshuig'
.Fred. lin ahl
The Secession meeting Friday night pa*"

ed resolutions whw.se substance we give «*Ue-
where. Messrs. Gilmau, Ilerndon, Braxton.
Barton, Howe, Lacy, and -). L. Maiye, jr.,
made speeches. The American flag was

hissed and thrust, out of the door. One man
who proposed three cheers for the Union
threatened with expulsion, and it
he was "joking," but he dared an attack. Ab
sence from town prevented our attendance.
and we cannot therefore do justice to th»-
subject.
The *4lTnion Meeting" last night was eail

ed to order by James MeUuire, and Hu^l«
Scott, esq., appointed Chairman and -J K. A
exander, esq , appointed Secretary. 11.
K )we and .). W. Hunicutt addn»s*ed tlw
meeting in favor of "revolution and fighting*
not secession and retreat." Mr. Lacy was

called, but the noise and confusion drowwi
his voice. Dr. Blank man was also called on,
but could not get a hearing. Resolution*
opposed to coercion and in favor of fighting
iu the Union, were declared to be passed, istni'l
the greatest confusion. It was very disorder¬
ly throughout. One man had an egg snnirli
ed on his head. Anarchy seems to be upon u*

Severe indisposition prevented our being
present and giving a more extended rep»rt.
Thus we have unwillingly missed two of th«*
most remarkable meetings ever held here..
Have they done any goou? Have they :ii

layed civil or sectional strife?.Fred. A'w»".

Northerneks in Fav'ur ok Secession*""-*
petition is being circulated in Bjston, a-5*-

ing Congress to consent to the secession pthe cotton States, allowing them "to wai
any other government which they deem ltfil
for their interests, provided that they de¬
clare freedom of navigation in the Mississip*
pi river, and surrender all right to a district
of territory, of eix miles square, bordering
on tht Mississippi and opposite to the city
New Orleans, as a port of entry of the I n!'

ted States; and further, that they resign .v-;»
right and claim to participation of the Terri¬
tories now belonging to the United State?,
and in consideration ot' which all forts. l'""'

tom-houses and other property of the n,lf
States, lying within the boundaries of the
above named States, shall be made over and
surrendered to them." The petitioners thin*
thin will prevent civil war, and restore confi¬
dence-in the business community, while *

conquest of these States would bring no l,e"*
efitsjo the country.

DOUGLAS F. FORREST.
ATTORNEYA1 LAW,

WILL pruutico in the Courts of Alexandria
and adjoining counties.

Jgsr- Office lately occupied l>y Judge
Washington street, near corner ol King.

lab 13.tf


